Third Sunday after Eﬁiphany
January 26, 2025
Parish Meeting

If you wish, you may place your offering in the offertory basin at the door before the start
of the liturgy

Bell calling us together
Opening Hymn: Once To Every Man and Nation Separate Sheet
Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

And Blessed be God’s Kingdom, both now and forever. Amen

The Collect for Purity — Aimighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,



we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

This Sunday’s Collect

Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and
proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world
may perceive the glory of his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Collect for the Unity of the Church Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

O God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, our only Savior, the Prince of Peace: Give
us grace seriously to lay to heart the

great dangers we are in by our unhappy divisions; take away all hatred and prejudice,
and whatever else may hinder us

from godly union and concord; that, as there is but one Bod and one Spirit, one hope of
our calling, one Lord, one Faith, one Baptism, one God and Father of us all, so we may
be all of one heart and of one soul, united in one holy bond of truth and peace, of faith
and charity, and may with one mind and one mouth glorify thee; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Old Testament

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10

All the people of Israel gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They
told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had given to
Israel. Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and



women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the
seventh month. He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early
morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could
understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. And
Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the
people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. Then Ezra blessed the LORD,
the great God, and all the people answered, "Amen, Amen," liting up their hands. Then
they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. So they
read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so
that the people understood the reading.

And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites
who taught the people said to all the people, "This day is holy to the LORD your God; do
not mourn or weep." For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law.
Then he said to them, "Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions
of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do
not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength."

The Psalm

Psalm 19 Caeli enarrant

1 The heavens declare the glory of God, *
and the firmament shows his handiwork.

2 One day tells its tale to another, *
and one night imparts knowledge to another.

3 Although they have no words or language, *
and their voices are not heard,

4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, *
and their message to the ends of the world.

5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; *
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.

6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens
and runs about to the end of it again; *
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.

7 The law of the LORD is perfect
and revives the soul; *



the testimony of the LORD is sure
and gives wisdom to the innocent.

8 The statutes of the LORD are just
and rejoice the heart; *
the commandment of the LORD is clear
and gives light to the eyes.

9 The fear of the LORD is clean
and endures for ever; *
the judgments of the LORD are true
and righteous altogether.

10 More to be desired are they than gold,
more than much fine gold, *
sweeter far than honey,
than honey in the comb.

11 By them also is your servant enlightened, *
and in keeping them there is great reward.

12 Who can tell how often he offends? *
cleanse me from my secret faults.

13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;
let them not get dominion over me; *
then shall | be whole and sound,
and innocent of a great offense.

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable in your sight, *
O LoRrD, my strength and my redeemer.

The New Testament

1 Corinthians 12:12-31a

Just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body,
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body--Jews or Greeks, slaves or free--and we were all made to drink
of one Spirit.

Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot would say,

"Because | am not a hand, | do not belong to the body," that would not make it any less
a part of the body. And if the ear would say, "Because | am not an eye, | do not belong
to the body," that would not make it any less a part of the body. If the whole body were



an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the
sense of smell be? But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of
them, as he chose. If all were a single member, where would the body be? As it is, there
are many members, yet one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, "l have no need of
you," nor again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you." On the contrary, the
members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and those members of
the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less
respectable members are treated with greater respect; whereas our more respectable
members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor
to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension within the body, but the
members may have the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer
together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has appointed
in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then
gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. Are
all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all possess
gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? But strive for the greater gifts.

The Gospel

Luke 4:14-21

Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him
spread through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues and
was praised by everyone.

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue
on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the
prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was
written:

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,

to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all
in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, "Today this
scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

Sermon

The Nicene Creed



We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Prayers of the People

Let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ, who has spoken to each and all of us here. Let us
ask him that his word may come to life in our hearts and in our deeds. Let us say: R/
Speak, Lord, we listen.

— Lord, give courage to our leaders and to all teachers in the Church, that they
may help us to understand your word and proclaim it as Good News to all. And so we
say: R/ Speak, Lord, we listen.



- Lord, unite in your word and your person all who call themselves Christians.
Bring them together as brothers and sisters into your one body. And so we pray:
R/ Speak, Lord, we listen.

- Lord, inspire by your word all the mighty of this earth. Help them to join forces to
bring lasting peace, food and human dignity to all. And so we pray: R/
Speak, Lord, we listen.

- Lord, open our eyes to the miseries of people; make us concerned about those
imprisoned in their fears and in the grip of injustice. Make us lights to those in the dark.
And so we pray: R/ Speak, Lord, we listen.

- Lord, make us receptive to your word. Free us from banality and fear, from our
self-security and certainties. Give us new insight in your message, that we may live as
we believe. And so we pray: R/ Speak, Lord, we listen.

Lord, we pray for church leaders everywhere during this Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity, we pray especially for our sisters and brothers at Shelter Island Presbyterian
Church and Our Lady of the Isle, that we may work together and promote unity among
Christians. And so we pray: R/ Speak, Lord, we listen.

For .all those on our parish’s prayer list; that they may feel God's healing and touch,
especially through our care and concern

. I Invite you to share any intentions you may wish to share now with the
community...(pause) ... for all of these, let us pray
R/ Speak, Lord, we listen.

God our Father,

through Jesus you speak to us today

your message of Good News.

May we accept today

the year of grace he proclaims.

Give us your Holy Spirit today

to enlighten us and to make us free

for you and for people.

And with his help may we bring your Good News
to the poor and to those in prison,

to the blind and the downtrodden,

that all may enjoy your happiness.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. R/ Amen.

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence is kept.



Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you alf your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

Hymn for the Preparation of the Table and Gifts
The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you

And also with you
Lift up your hearts
We lift them up to the Lord Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

Itis right to give God thanks and praise. All honor and praise be yours always and
everywhere, mighty creator, ever-living God, through Jesus Christ your only Son our
Lord: Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have

caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory shining
in the face of your Son Jesus Christ

our Lord.: Therefore with all the angels of heaven we lift our voices to proclaim the
glory of your name and sing our joyful hymn of praise:

Celebrant and People

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.




Then the Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us
for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human

nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the
God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself,
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole
world.

At the following words conceming the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it,
or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words conceming the cup, to hold or
place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be
consecrated.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take,
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in

this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.



Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints

into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN

And now, as our Savior
Christ has taught us,
we are bold to say,

All: Our Father...

Priest: Alleluia, Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us, Therefore let us keep
the feast, Alleluia!

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation

The gifts of God for the People of God, take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you and feed on him in your hearts by faithe with thanksfiving.

Act of Spiritual Communion for those at home: In union, O Lord, with the faithful of
your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer you
praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and bodies with the earnest wish
that we may always be united to you. And sacramentally, we beseech you to come
spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves with you and embrace you with all the love
of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live in you, and may you
live in us, both in this life and in the life to come. Amen

Communion Meditation after the reception of the Sacrament
Prayer after Communion Let us pray

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.



The Blessing: May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a
light to the world; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be among you, and remain with you, with those whom you love and those whom
you would pray for now and always. Amen.

Closing Hymn: Lift High The Cross # 473

Go in peace to Love and serve the Lord
Thanks be to God

Pray for the Healing & Support:
We pray for Scott Miller, Betianne Morritt, Jane Babinski, and their continued recovery

We pray for Ukraine, the Sudan, for the Holy Land and the Middle East for peace and
for safety. For all those suffering from extreme weather in our country and around the
world.

For those grieving loved ones, for those who are ill, for all those who serve the sick, the
needy and those in prison, for those who are anxious or fearful. For all those in the
midst of war or natural disasters and we pray for...

Barbara Brigham, Barbara Allen-Leiblein, Jean Adams, Kathy Cogan, Bob Fisher,
Sharon Gibbs, Kathryn James, Bob and Virginia Springsteen, Valerie Capon, Louie
Cicero, Linda Armbruster, Sr. Tina Ferrio, Sr. Joy Wright, and all our parishioners living
with cancer, known or undetected & for all those who participate in a 12 step group here
at St. Mary. Call in any requests or corrections to the office. (631) 749-0777

Please join us for our end of year Parish Meeting: “brunchy” refreshments and
our meeting. (To discuss our budget and plans for the coming year)
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January 26, 2025 — Epiphany 3 (C)
Epiphany Bible Study: Week 3

Duting the season of Epiphany, The Episcopal Church’s Office of Global Partnerships is offering a weekly Bible study
prepared by writers across the church and Anglican Communion. Each piece, consisting of the Sunday readings, can be
studied alone, in small groups, or even with a congregation. You can find the whole study for each week at
www.sermonsthatwork.org. This week’s study for Epiphany 3 (C) was written by Lynnaia Main, The Episcopal Chutch’s

representative to the United Nations.

Luke 4:14-21

" Then Jesus, in the power of the Spirit, returned to
Galilee, and a report about him spread through all the
surrounding region. '> He began to teach in their
synagogues and was praised by everyone.

16\When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought
up, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, as was
his custom. He stood up to read, 7 and the scroll of the
prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll
and found the place where it was written:
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to set free those who ate oppressed,
Y to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
2 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant,
and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed
on him. 2! Then he began to say to them, “Today this
scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

Commentary from Lynnaia Main

Luke writes of Jesus’ return to Galilee, after having been
tempted by the devil in the wilderness. He is now filled
with the power of the Spirit and about to begin his
ministry in Galilee. Jesus begins to teach in the synagogues
and word begins to spread about him through the
surrounding country. When he attives on the Sabbath day
at the synagogue in his hometown of Nazareth, which
would have been his usual practice when he lived there, he
stands up and reads from Isaiah: “The Spirit of the Lord is
upon me...” along with subsequent verses that seem to
describe the ministry he is beginning. This might have
appeared to the listeners in the synagogue to be simply a
regular reading of the scriptures... until Jesus goes on to
say, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your
hearing.”

One might think that those who were listening to Jesus in
the synagogue that day would have been incredulous about
his seemingly self-important conclusions. On the contrary,
although it is not included in the passage chosen for this
commentary, the next verse reveals that his actions are, at
first, well received: “All spoke well of him and were
amazed at the gracious wotds that came from his mouth.
They said, Is not this Joseph’s son?””

Discussion Questions

Imagine yourself in the synagogue the day that Jesus read these scriptures aloud. What would have been your reaction to his
declaring, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing”? What would have convinced you that his seemingly

outlandish statement should be taken seriously?

As Christians, we believe that God calls each of us to ministry. Imagine that you, like Jesus, are called to read this Isaiah
passage that begins with “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me.” What actions of ministry would you describe thereafter? What
has God called you to do at this point in your life, or what ir God calling you to do?
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