
  
 

 

The First Sunday After Christmas      December 28, 2025 



 

 

 

Opening Carol 

  

 

Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit And Blessed be God's Kingdom, both 

now and forever. Amen 

 

The Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.Lord Jesus 

Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

The Lord be with you                                                              

And also with you                                                                 

Let us pray                                                 

The Collect 

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: 

Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 



Isaiah 61:10-62:3 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 

my whole being shall exult in my God; 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

to spring up before all the nations. 

For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, 

and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, 

until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 

and her salvation like a burning torch. 

The nations shall see your vindication, 

and all the kings your glory; 

and you shall be called by a new name 

that the mouth of the LORD will give. 

You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 

and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

The Psalm 

Psalm 147 or 147:13-21 

Laudate Dominum 

[1 Hallelujah! 

How good it is to sing praises to our God! * 

how pleasant it is to honor him with praise! 

2 The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem; * 

he gathers the exiles of Israel. 

3 He heals the brokenhearted * 

and binds up their wounds. 

4 He counts the number of the stars * 

and calls them all by their names. 

5 Great is our LORD and mighty in power; * 

there is no limit to his wisdom. 

6 The LORD lifts up the lowly, * 

but casts the wicked to the ground. 



7 Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; * 

make music to our God upon the harp. 

8 He covers the heavens with clouds * 

and prepares rain for the earth; 

9 He makes grass to grow upon the mountains * 

and green plants to serve mankind. 

10 He provides food for flocks and herds * 

and for the young ravens when they cry. 

11 He is not impressed by the might of a horse; * 

he has no pleasure in the strength of a man; 

12 But the LORD has pleasure in those who fear him, * 

in those who await his gracious favor.] 

13 Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem; * 

praise your God, O Zion; 

14 For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; * 

he has blessed your children within you. 

15 He has established peace on your borders; * 

he satisfies you with the finest wheat. 

16 He sends out his command to the earth, * 

and his word runs very swiftly. 

17 He gives snow like wool; * 

he scatters hoarfrost like ashes. 

18 He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; * 

who can stand against his cold? 

19 He sends forth his word and melts them; * 

he blows with his wind, and the waters flow. 

20 He declares his word to Jacob, * 

his statutes and his judgments to Israel. 

21 He has not done so to any other nation; * 

to them he has not revealed his judgments. 

Hallelujah! 

The New Testament 

Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7 

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith 

would be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so 

that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer 

subject to a disciplinarian. 



But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born 

under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 

receive adoption as children. And because you are children, God has sent the 

Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" So you are no longer a 

slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 

 

The Gospel     John 1:1-18 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, 

and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him 

was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to 

testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the 

light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, 

was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 

not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept 

him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 

become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of 

the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 

glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried 

out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me 

because he was before me.'") From his fullness we have all received, grace upon 

grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 

Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the 

Father's heart, who has made 

 

The Apostles’ Creed  

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in 

Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead.   

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.   



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen  

  

Prayers of the People  

In peace let us pray to the Lord. saying:  

Hear our prayer  

 Father, your Son our Savior was born in human flesh. Renew your Church as the Body 

of Christ. Holy God hear our prayer.  

 There was no room for your Son in the inn. Protect with your love those who have no 

home and all who live in poverty. Holy God                                    hear our prayer.  

 

Mary, in the pain of labor, brought your Son to birth. Hold in your hand all who we pray 

for in our hearts and all who are in pain or distress. Holy God              hear our prayer.  

 Your Christ came as a light shining in the darkness. Bring comfort to all who suffer in 

the sadness of our world. Holy God        hear our prayer.  

The angels sang, ‘Peace to God’s people on earth.’ We pray for the people of Ukraine, 

Israel and Palestine. Strengthen those who work for peace and justice in all the world. 

Holy God               hear our prayer.    

Shepherds in the field heard good tidings of joy. Give us grace to preach the gospel of 

Christ’s redemption. Holy God                                                   hear our prayer.  

Strangers found the Holy Family, and saw the baby lying in the manger. Bless our 

homes and all whom we love. Holy God hear  our prayer 

 

On Christmas night heaven came down to earth, and earthwas raised to heaven. Hold 

in your hand our loved ones and all those who have passed through death in the hope 

of your coming kingdom. Holy God 

 hear our prayer.  

 

Christians throughout the world-over celebrate Christ’s birth. Open our hearts that he 

may be born in us today. Holy God hear our prayer.  

For all those whose names appear on our parish’s prayer list.                                     For 

those who have departed this life, and all those who rest in our cemetery                 I 

invite you to share with the community gathered here any intercession or names you 

may we us to pray for …Pause……   For all of these we pray…. Holy God hear our 

prayer.  

 



Priest:  Loving God, angels and shepherds worshipped at the manger throne. Receive 

the worship we offer in fellowship with Mary, Joseph and the saints through him who is 

your Word made flesh, our Savior Jesus Christ.  

Amen.  

  

 

The Confession  

Hear the words of the angel to Joseph:  

‘You shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’  

Therefore let us seek the forgiveness of God through Jesus the Saviour of the world.  

Please remain Standing  

 God our Father, you sent your Son full of grace and truth: forgive our failure to receive 

him. Lord, have mercy.  

Lord, have mercy.  

 Jesus our Savior, you were born in poverty and laid in a manger: forgive our greed and 

rejection of your ways. Christ, have mercy.  

Christ, have mercy.  

Spirit of Love, your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call; forgive the hardness of 

our hearts. Lord, have mercy.  

Lord, have mercy.  

 May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself and cleanse you from 

all your sins, that you may behold the glory of his Son, the Word made flesh,Jesus 

Christ our Lord.   Amen.  

  

The Peace   Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and his name shall be 

called the Prince of Peace.  

   

The Great Thanksgiving  

The Lord be with you  

And also with you  

Lift up your hearts  

We lift them up to the Lord Let us give thanks to the Lord our God  

It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds All glory and honour be 

yours always and everywhere, mighty creator, ever-living God.We give you 



thanks and praise for your Son,our Saviour Jesus Christ, who for love of our 

fallen race humbled himself, was born of the Virgin Mary by the power of your 

Spirit, and lived as one of us.In this mystery of the Word made flesh you have 

caused his light to shine in our hearts,to give knowledge of your glory in the 

face of Jesus Christ.In him we see our God made visible and so are caught 

up in the love of the God we cannot see. Therefore with all the angels of 

heaven we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name and sing our 

joyful hymn of praise:  

Celebrant and People  

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are 

full of your glory.  

    Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord.  

    Hosanna in the highest.                     

The people stand or kneel.  

  

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, 

when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in 

your mercy, sent Jesus  

Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share  

our human  

nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and 

Father of all.  

  

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience 

to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus 

Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks  

to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is 

my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave 

it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:  

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 

the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 

me."  

  

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

Celebrant and People  

Christ has died.  

Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again. The Celebrant continues  

 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the  



Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life 

in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, 

and serve you  

in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 

into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  

  

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and  

with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy  

Spirit all honor  

and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.  

All: Our Father…  

 

Priest: O Lamb of God, who takes the sins of the world, have mercy upon 

us.  

O Lamb of God, who takes the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  

 O Lamb of God, who takes the sins of the world, grant us your peace  

 

Gifts of God……….  

 

    

Prayer after Communion  

God our Father, in this holy season you have made known to us again  

the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ: confirm our faith and fix our eyes on  

him until the day dawns and Christ 

The morning star rises in our hearts . To him be glory both now and forever, 

Amen. 

 

Blessing  From the Book of Occasional  

Services of the Episcopal Church  

  

God the Father, who has loved the eternal Son from before the foundation of the world, 

shed that love upon you his children. Amen. 

   

Christ who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with 

joy and peace. Amen.   

 

The Holy Spirit, by whose presence Mary became the God-bearer, give you grace to 

carry the good news of Christ. Amen.  

  

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 

you and remain with you always.  

Amen.  



 

 

 

 

Pray for the Healing & Support: 
We pray for Joanne Calabro, Joe Canning, John Stadenraus, Walter 
Brigham, Steve Giannitelli, Betianne Morritt, Mark Capellino’s Parents, 
Cindy Belt’s mother, Lois Corbett, Barbara Brigham for continued 
recovery , for Bob Fisher, Sharon Gibbs, Barbara Allen Lieblein 
Kathryn James, Peter Gulluscio, Bob and Virginia Springsteen,  Ethan 
Pae, Valerie Capon, Louie Cicero, Linda Armbruster, Sr.Tina Ferrio, 
Andrew Kuhn, Sr. Joy Wright 
We pray for, Ukraine, the Sudan, Syria and the Middle East for peace 
and for safety. For all those suffering from extreme weather in our 
country and around the world.  
For those grieving loved ones, especially those interred in our 
cemetery, for those who are ill, for all those who serve the sick, the 
needy and those in prison, for those who are anxious or fearful.  For 
all those in the midst of war or natural disasters. 
For all our parishioners living with cancer, known or undetected & for 
all those who participate in a 12 step group here at St. Mary, and 
those who have visited our Prayer Wall. 
Email any requests or corrections to FrMcCarron@aol.com 

 

 

 


