Feast of the Epiphany January 4, 2026



Opening Hymn  #128

May the star of Jesus our Lord shine on you

and on all the nations of the earth.

May you live in his light

and may the Lord Jesus be always with you. R/ And also with you.

The Collect for Purity — Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all
desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Gloria

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.



The Lord be with you. And also with you

The Collect
Grateful for the glory revealed today through God made flesh, let us pray.

Silence is kept.

The Collect

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored,
the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of
him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus
Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament Jeremiah 31:7-14
Thus says the LORD:

Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
"Save, O LORD, your people,
the remnant of Israel."
See, | am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame, those with child and
those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations | will lead them back,
| will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for | have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
Hear the word of the LORD, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock."



For the LORD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
| will turn their mourning into joy,
| will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
| will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the LORD.

Psalm 84:1-8 Quam dilecta!
1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! *
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD;
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.

2 The sparrow has found her a house
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; *
by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts,
my King and my God.
3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! *
they will always be praising you.

4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! *
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way.
5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of
springs, *
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.
6 They will climb from height to height, *
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion.

7 LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; *
hearken, O God of Jacob.

8 Behold our defender, O God; *
and look upon the face of your Anointed.



The New Testament  Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the
world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good
pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely
bestowed on us in the Beloved.

| have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all
the saints, and for this reason | do not cease to give thanks for you as
| remember you in my prayers. | pray that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your
heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the
saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us
who believe.

The Gospel Matthew 2:1-12

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is
the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his
star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." When King
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and
calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he
inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, "In
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

"And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israe

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them
the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when
you have found him, bring me word so that | may also go and pay him



homage." When they had heard the king, they set out; and there,
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it
stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the
star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down
and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own
country by another road.

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.



We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world
to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

On this day when peoples from afar came to worship Jesus the Lord, let
our prayer be as wide as the world. Let us say to the Father:
R/ Let the light of Christ shine on all people.

- That the light of Christ may shine on all nations, far and near, and
that the Church may welcome them with the diversity of their cultures,
let us pray:

R/ Let the light of Christ shine on all people.

- That in our day justice may flourish and peace come to all of the
world, let us pray:
R/ Let the light of Christ shine on all people.

— That God’s people may hear the poor when they cry, have pity on
the weak and open their hearts and hands to the needy, let us pray:
R/ Let the light of Christ shine on all people.

— That those who persecute the Lord in those who try to follow him
may see his light and be converted, let us pray:
R/ Let the light of Christ shine on all people.

- That all who look for a star to guide them may discover the
goodness of the Lord in people full of faith and love, let us pray.
R/ Let the light of Christ shine on all people.

— That in our Christian communities we may learn, like the wise
men, to share the treasures of our goods and hearts, let us pray:
R/ Let the light of Christ shine on all people.



| invite you to share any intercessions you may have with this gathered
community ...pause... For all of these we ask:
R/ Let the light of Christ shine on all people.

Priest: Lord Jesus Christ,

in you the Father makes us and all things new. Transform the poverty of
our nature

by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known
your heavenly glory.

Amen.

The Confession

One of the offerings we bring to Jesus today
is our sorrow for the sins we have committed.
Let us ask him to forgive us.
Silence may be kept

Lord Jesus, you radiate your light

on all the nations of the earth:

All praise to you!

Lord, have mercy. R/ Lord, have mercy.

Jesus Christ, you offer justice and peace
to all willing to accept you:
All praise to you.
Christ, have mercy. R/ Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you have pity on the weak
and save the lives of the poor:
All praise to you!
Lord, have mercy. R/ Lord, have mercy.

All: May your judgment on us
be a judgment of mercy and love,
for we recognize our poverty.
Lead us to everlasting life. Amen.



Almighty God,

who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon you,

pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All  Amen.

.. The Peace Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and his
name shall be called Jesus, Emmanuel, the Prince of Peace.

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you

And also with you

Lift up your hearts

We lift them up to the Lord

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

All honor and praise be yours always and everywhere, mighty creator,
ever-living God, through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord: for at
this time we celebrate your glory made present in our midst.

In the coming of the Magi

the King of all the world was revealed to the nations.

In the waters of baptism

Jesus was revealed as the Christ,

the Savior sent to redeem us.

In the water made wine

the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast. Poverty was turned
to riches, sorrow into joy.

Therefore with all the angels of heaven

we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name and sing our joyful
hymn of praise:



Holy, holy, holy Lord God of power and might. Heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us

for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become

subject to evil and death,

you, in your mercy, sent Jesus

Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human

nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the

God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself,

in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole

world.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it,
or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or
place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be
consecrated.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our

Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks

to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take,

eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink

it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in
this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.



Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints

into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN
Our Father
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Prayer after Communion

Lord of all time and eternity,

you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father

in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son:

by the power of your Spirit,

through our reception of this sacrament complete the heavenly work
of our rebirth

which was begun in the waters of the new creation;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

Blessing From the Book of Occasional Services of the Episcopal Church

May Almighty God, who led the Wise Men by the shining of a star to find
the Christ, the Light from Light, lead you also, in your pilgrimage, to find
the Lord. Amen.

May God, who sent the Holy Spirit to rest upon the Only- begotten at his
baptism in the Jordan River, pour out that Spirit on you who have come to
the waters of new birth. Amen.

May God, by the power that turned water into wine at the wedding feast at
Cana, transform your lives and make glad your hearts. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.

Closing Hymn #135



Pray for the Healing & Support:

We pray for Joanne Calabro, Joe Canning, John Stadenraus, Walter Brigham,
Steve Giannitelli, Betianne Morritt, Mark Capellino’s Parents, Cindy Belt’s mother,
Lois Corbett, Barbara Brigham for continued recovery , for Bob Fisher, Sharon
Gibbs, Barbara Allen Lieblein Kathryn James, Peter Gulluscio, Bob and Virginia
Springsteen, Ethan Pae, Valerie Capon, Louie Cicero, Linda Armbruster, Sr.Tina
Ferrio, Andrew Kuhn, Sr. Joy Wright

We pray for, Ukraine, the Sudan, Syria and the Middle East for peace and for
safety. For all those suffering from extreme weather in our country and around
the world.

For those grieving loved ones, especially those interred in our cemetery, for
those who are ill, for all those who serve the sick, the needy and those in prison,
for those who are anxious or fearful. For all those in the midst of war or natural
disasters.

For all our parishioners living with cancer, known or undetected & for all those
who participate in a 12 step group here at St. Mary, and those who have visited
our Prayer Wall.

Email any requests or corrections to FrMcCarron@aol.com




Journey of the
M agi T.S.Eliot 1888 —1965

‘A cold coming we had of it,
Just the worst time of the year

For a journey, and such a long journey:

The ways deep and the weather sharp,
The very dead of winter.’

And the camels galled, sore-footed,
refractory,

Lying down in the melting snow.
There were times we regretted

The summer palaces on slopes, the
terraces,

And the silken girls bringing sherbet.
Then the camel men cursing and
grumbling

And running away, and wanting their
liquor and women,

And the night-fires going out, and the
lack of shelters,

And the cities hostile and the towns
unfriendly

And the villages dirty and charging
high prices:

A hard time we had of it.

At the end we preferred to travel all
night,

Sleeping in snatches,

With the voices singing in our ears,
saying

That this was all folly.

Then at dawn we came down to a
temperate valley,
Wet, below the snow line, smelling of

vegetation;
With a running stream and a water-mill
beating the darkness,

And three trees on the low sky,

And an old white horse galloped away
in the meadow.

Then we came to a tavern with vine-
leaves over the lintel,

Six hands at an open door dicing for
pieces of silver,

And feet kicking the empty wine-skins,
But there was no information, and so
we continued

And arrived at evening, not a moment
too soon

Finding the place; it was (you may say)
satisfactory.

All this was a long time ago, I
remember,

And I would do it again, but set down
This set down

This: were we led all that way for
Birth or Death? There was a Birth,
certainly,

We had evidence and no doubt. I had
seen birth and death,

But had thought they were different;
this Birth was

Hard and bitter agony for us, like
Death, our death.

We returned to our places, these
Kingdoms,

But no longer at ease here, in the old
dispensation,

With an alien people clutching their
gods.

I should be glad of another death.



https://poets.org/poet/t-s-eliot

